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Patient Name: Nancy Kellar
Date of Exam: 05/02/2023
History: Ms. Kellar is a retired nurse who worked at St. Joseph and then St. Joseph Manor for years. Ms. Kellar was found to be anemic and further testing and all revealed the patient had lower end of colon cancer. For her anemia, the patient was sent to Cancer Center where she got iron infusions, but with discovery of colon cancer, she was started on chemotherapy. The patient did not tolerate the chemotherapy well. The patient has had low back pain and they found out two collapsed vertebrae in the back and some lesion over the liver. Following the chemotherapy, the liver lesion seems to have gone. The notes that I received from oncology revealed the patient may need a hemicolectomy followed by chemo and/or radiation. I do not know if she is going to need a colostomy. The patient also does not know. The patient was having lot of back pain, so she saw Dr. Stonecipher who did kyphoplasty, which was basically putting cement in the fractured areas in her middle of the back. Dr. Stonecipher prescribed her hydrocodone. The patient had it filled on 04/28/23. The patient states she got severely nauseated and did not feel like taking Vicodin. So, she came to see me to get some tramadol. I did discuss with the patient about not going through a major surgery though the patient does want to get rid of the tumor and is in favor. I told her that the results of surgery considering cancer and her age may not be that great, but chemo and radiation is surely an acceptable treatment; however, this is just a family decision and the patient’s decision. So, at this point, she is going to talk to the cancer doctor again about the kind of surgery whether she is going to need a colostomy bag or not. I gave her 90 tablets of tramadol to help her with her pain. She is using a cane for ambulation today. I am not worried that she has some hydrocodone at home or that she will duplicate both hydrocodone and tramadol because I have known Ms. Kellar for many years and I trust her that if she does not like the hydrocodone she is going to leave the bottle alone and not overdose. I am going to visit the patient at least once a month.
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